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Objective of the assessment

This assessment was conducted to provide evidence-based insights into the factors influencing
mobility and their impacts on livelihoods in the context of environmental change in Iraq,
particularly in the post-conflict period. The primary objective is to identify and understand areas
at risk of climate-induced displacement across governorates, such as Anbar, which previously
experienced conflict-related displacement due to the ISIL conflict (2014-2017).

Methodology

The findings are based on primary data collected through face-to-face interviews with key
informants (Kls).

Data collection period: August to October 2025.

Geographic scope: All subdistricts in Anbar Governorate that include locations identified as
being at risk of climate-induced displacement.

Key informants: These included, but were not limited to, mayors, subdistrict representatives,
the Ministry of Migration and Displacement, water resources and agriculture departments,
non-governmental organizations, and local community leaders.

Selection of subdistricts: Subdistricts were selected based on the following criteria:

v Their inclusion in the list of subdistricts at risk of climate hazards identified through the
Climate Vulnerability Assessment (CVA) conducted by IOM Iraq’s Displacement Tracking
Matrix (DTM) in 2023.

v Subdistricts identified by the Rapid Assessment and Response Teams, in coordination
with the local government.

Reporting and data collection level: Findings are presented at the subdistrict level in Anbar
Governorate.
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Subdistricts at risk of climate-induced displacement

Key informants reported that 53 locations across 20 subdistricts in Anbar
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a0 Sva=al Location Of Return At Risk Of Climate-Induced Displacement

ety A significant proportion of locations (41 out of 53) reported by key informants
as being at risk of climate-induced displacement are located across 13
A . subdistricts that were assessed during the most recent round of the Return
el | v%*“"“ / Index. These subdistricts include Al Obaidi and Al-Rummaneh (Al-Ka'im
e | District), Markaz Al-Rutba (Al-Rutba District), Al-Garma and Al-Saglawiyah
e | (Falluja District), Al-Haglaniya (Haditha District), Al-Forat, Kubaisa and Markaz
PpaniT, Heet (Heet District), Markaz Ra’ua (Ra’ua District) and Al-Wafaa, Husaibah Al-
o .“‘* ik Sharqiah, and Markaz Ramadi Subdistricts (Ramadi District).

R”“’"'.' < Baghdad Overall, these subdistricts exhibit a medium level of severity of living
g conditions in terms of livelihoods, access to basic services, social cohesion
N ' and safety perceptions. This is mainly driven by limited access to employment,
‘ the presence of armed groups other than the Iraqi Army, Federal Police, and
i Local Police at checkpoints, and the continued blocked return of certain
Kerbala Babil 3 milies. As areas already affected by conflict-related displacement and return
after ISIL, their exposure to climate and environmental risks may further

increase existing vulnerabilities and pressure on services and livelihoods.
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Key findings

Environmental events and water resources

* Overall exposure: All subdistricts included in the analysis experienced the negative impacts of at least one slow-onset environmental event
over the past five years.

 Widespread environmental events: Key informants reported that all subdistricts experienced drought and heatwaves during the past year.

* Water stress: Key informants reported that all subdistricts faced a decrease in the quantity of water available for agricultural activities.

 Main unmet needs: Water for irrigation was identified as one of the main unmet needs for households in 17 out of 20 subdistricts. Overall,
insufficient public water supply was reported as the most severe issue across all subdistricts.
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Main sources of water for irrigation and other livelihood activities by subdistrict

All subdistricts rely primarily on natural or man-made water resources for these activities. Markaz Al-Rutba and Markaz Ana also
use water trucking for their livestock.
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Proportion of households abandoning farming, livestock, or fishing by subdistrict

Livelihoods and coping strategies Al-Obiadi Around half of families
Al-Ka'im Al-Rummaneh Some families
Sector at risk: Livelihoods linked to the agricultural sector, including e i o
livestock, small-scale farming, commercial farming, fish farms and i JOit Gehies
fishing, were reported as the most exposed to climate and Al-Rutba Al-Rahhaliya Around half of families
environmental factors. Markaz Al-Rutba More than half of families
Ana Markaz Ana More than half of families
Loss and abandonment: All subdistricts experienced crop losses, Al-Amiriya Around Kalf of farilies
livestock deaths or reduced fish catch over the past year. As a result, Falluja Al-Garma Around half of families
some households that previously relied on agricultural activities for R Se e
their livelihoods have stopped practicing these activities across all ; T
subdistricts. This was reported for more than half of households in Haditha i R0 i e
Markaz Al-Rutba, Markaz Ana and Kubaisa. el Ll
Al-Baghdady Around half of families
Main coping strategy: The most commonly reported coping i s gl il
mechanism, identified in 18 out of 20 subdistricts, was sending Ribabs et aiEmie
working-age household members aged 15 and above to another district Markaz Heet Some families
to secure income. Other strategies included livelihood diversification in Ra'va Markaz Ra-ua Around half of families
16 subdistricts and selling assets, land or livestock in 15 subdistricts. Al-Wafaa Around half of families
Ramadi Husaibah Al-Sharqiah Around half of families
Markaz Ramadi Around half of families
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Public service provision

In most of the subdistricts included in this analysis, key informants report a relatively satisfactory level of access to basic services and basic needs.
Specifically, in 12 out of 20 subdistricts, access to functioning basic services—such as health facilities, schools, and public water supply—ranged
from some locations to all locations. Around half of households to few or no households experience food insecurity or difficulties in purchasing
nonfood items as reported by the Key informants. Notably, in Al-Saqglawiyah (Falluja District), all locations have access to all essential services and
few to no families have affordability issues.

Markaz Ana (Ana District) differs from the rest of the sample, with no functional, accessible services across the subdistrict and more than half of
the households are both food insecure and unable to meet other basic needs. No assistance from humanitarian actors nor government sources
was reported in this subdistrict either, highlighting it as a priority hotspot for both humanitarian response and climate-adaptation interventions.

Availability of public services and household ability to provide basic needs by subdistrict

. Access to health facilities

i Access to education facilities

. Have funds for non-food items

e Access to services in all locations / food or NFl secured
Access to services in some locations / food or NFI partially secured
e No access to services in any location / food or NFl not secured
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Most important unmet needs by subdistrict

* Water shortages: This was the most prominent challenge
in the sample. Water for irrigation was identified as the
main unmet need in 17 out of 20 subdistricts, followed by
drinking and household water in 12 subdistricts, reflecting

clear pressure on water resources and related services. e & & 5
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challenges were most evident in Markaz Ana, where more  Acces tolegal land and housing ownership
Food ® )
than half of households were reported to face food . =
insecurity and inability to meet other basic needs. S e L o .
Protection from exploitative labour conditions ©

Together, these categories show that challenges are not
limited to weak public services, but also extend to essential
livelihood and household needs, requiring humanitarian
response and targeted interventions to support adaptation to
the impacts of climate change.
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Existing adaptation measures and needed support to reduce displacement risk

« Among the 13 subdistricts where mitigation and adaptation measures were reported, tree planting and sustainable agricultural practices were
the most common measures, reported in 9 subdistricts. However, seven subdistricts reported no adaptation or mitigation measures.

 Key informants identified modernizing agricultural practices, developing infrastructure, creating improved employment opportunities and
providing cash assistance as critical actions to reduce climate-related displacement risks.

Government, civil society, or community mitigation and adaptation measures implemented by subdistrict.
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Provide water through water trucks ®
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